
 

PORTRAIT REFERENCE PHOTO GUIDELINES 
 

Photo:  Black & White with all range of grays for 3D look & textures 
High Contrast with lightness and darkness 
In focus showing all shapes / edges / details / textures 

  Two eyes, nose, mouth, neck/shoulder 
  Hair not in flat black or white 
  No sunglasses 
Print size options: 3.5 X 5, 5 x 3.5, 4 x 5, 5 x 4, or 5x7 

 

     
 

            
 

      
 

Size = 4”x 5” 
 

Value Contrast: 
Black & White 
 

Details: 
Many Grays 
 

Nothing flat 

Face too bright 
 

Face too dark 
 

Face too small 
 

Skin too bright / no contours Size = 4”x 5” 
 

Value Contrast: 
Black & White 
 

Details: 
Many Grays 
 

Nothing flat 



 
 

ANIMAL REFERENCE PHOTO GUIDELINES 
 

Photo:  Black & white for high contrast, 
All grays for 3D form & texture.  
All shapes / edges / details / textures in focus, 

  Eyes, nose, mouth, & hair - not in flat black or white 
   

Print size options: 3.5 X 5, 5 x 3.5, 4 x 5, 5 x 4, or 5x7 
 

       
 

                              
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Too small 
showing 
no details 
 

Too bright 
showing 
no details 
 

No details /no textures 
 

High contrast: 
Black & White 
 
All detailed 
shapes & texture:  
Many Grays 

Too bright 
 

High contrast: 
Black & White 
 
All detailed 
shapes & texture:  
Many Grays 



 
 

LANDSCAPE REFERENCE PHOTO GUIDELINES 
 

Photo:    High quality in full / multiple colors 
Print size options:  5x7 or 4x6 

 

  
 

  
 

  
 

   

Many shapes of color 
Many textures 
 

Too many dark / flat colors All dark and flat 

No subjects  No main subjects 
Single color scale 
 

Okay, but not recommended 
- too many same subjects 

Too much black. No variety No main subjects. No variety 



 
 

  
   

    

  

   

Too many small details No bridges 

No variety No natural textures 


